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beheld the redoubts, strong field works, and block-
houses, and at anchor in the bay the little Ameri-
can fleet of Commodore Thomas Macdonough. To
Prevost it looked like a costly business to attempt
to carry these defenses by assault and he therefore
decided to await the arrival of the British ships of
Captain George Downie. A combined attack by
land and sea, he believed, should find no difficulty
in wiping out American resistance.

Such was the situation and the weighty respon-
sibility which confronted Macdonough and his sail-
ors. It was the most critical moment of the war.
With a seaman's eye for defense Macdonough met
it by stationing his vessels in a carefully chosen
position and prepared with a seaman's foresight
for every contingency. Plattsburg Bay is about
two miles wide and two long and lies open to the
southward, with a cape called Cumberland Head
bounding it on the east. It was in this sheltered
water that Macdonough awaited attack, his ships
riding about a mile from the American shore bat-
teries. These guns were to be captured by the
British army and turned against him, according to
the plans of General Prevost, who was urging Cap-
tain Downie to hasten with his fleet and undertake
a joint action, for, as he said, "it is of the highest